Animal models for asthma: controversial aspects and unsolved problems.
The incidence of asthma in children and adults is continuously increasing in the developed countries. Its pathophysiology is still not yet clarified in sufficient detail. Despite a large number of animal models for asthma (mainly rodents), these only partly mimic the situation in humans. Some examples of limitations of using the mouse as an animal model for asthma will be discussed and directions of future research outlined.